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Barrington Youth & Family Services is Throwing it Back 50 Years…to The 70’s, 
Commemorating 50th Anniversary at Upcoming Fundraising Gala 

  
Barrington, Illinois – November 30, 2021 – Dust off your roller skates, 8-track tapes, love 
beads and bell bottoms and join Barrington Youth & Family Services under the disco ball 
at our annual Gala on June 25, 2022 at Barrington Hills Country Club. We’re throwing it 
back 50 years…to the 70’s in celebration of our 50th Anniversary for an evening that’s 
sure to be a blast from the past. 
  
Barrington Youth & Family Services (BYFS) is a community-based, nonprofit social 
service agency that has been serving the Barrington community since 1972. BYFS offers 
counseling, education, and prevention solutions to support the social, emotional, and 
psychological well-being of youth and their families in the Barrington area. BYFS’s 
mission is to build healthier families by providing counseling and preventative 
programming to children, teens, couples, and families through a team of clinicians and 
therapists who specialize in a broad range of issues. 
  
The BYFS Auxiliary board, led by co-chairs Chris Pepper, Crystal Pepper and Betsy 
Thalheimer, aims to raise a record setting $300,000 during the 2022 fundraising gala. 
“After two years of virtual events we’re thrilled to be back together in person to celebrate 
our 50th Anniversary. We’ve decided to move this year’s event from April to June to 
accommodate more guests than ever before with the addition of an outdoor tented 
space at Barrington Hills Country Club.” says event co-chair Crystal Pepper.   
  
“We’re especially excited about the theme for this year’s gala, Throwing it back 50 
years…to the 70’s. It’s the perfect way to commemorate the origins of BYFS, and we 
have so many nostalgic surprises in store. We think our guests will have a lot of fun 
showing off their take on the 70’s theme as well.” adds event co-chair, Betsy 
Thalheimer.  
  
“During these challenging times, the demand for mental health and wellness services is 
at an all-time high. Our caring and professional Clinicians are committed to serving as 
many people as possible during this time--both existing and new clients who need help 
navigating difficult life circumstances” says Betsy Wintringer, Executive Director of 
BYFS. “Funds raised at this year’s event will help to support the increase in clients 
we’ve seen over the past two years and allow us to offset the cost of counseling 
services for anyone in need, regardless of their ability to pay. We will continue to work 
towards building a better, healthier, and kinder community by ensuring that everyone 



has access to resources and services that support their mental health and wellness 
needs," adds Wintringer. 
  
 "As one of the original members of BYFS it has been wonderful to see how BYFS’s 
programs and services have evolved as our community and the world around us changed 
and presented new challenges over the years. Through it all, we’ve remained a long-
standing support system to the Barrington community, offering flexible support while 
working to remove the stigma associated with seeking help. I’m proud of what BYFS has 
been able to accomplish in the past 50 years and look forward to seeing how BYFS will 
continue to evolve as we serve and support our community in the years to come.” Says 
co-chair, Chris Pepper 
  
Event tickets will be available online early April 2022. For event details, sponsorship 
opportunities, or information on auction items contact Crystal Pepper 
(crystal.d.pepper@gmail.com). 
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